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J.“ Source said that there has been considerable reaction in French West 
Africa against the arbitrary and aggrosaive nethods used by the 
Rasserblement Dérweratique Africain (RDA) and, while he dif’not Imow 
to what extent the RDA could be said to have lost influence, he stated 
that, if this wore the case, it wis due to the strong policy and 
touginess of Governor Genoral Bechaml.** The agrressive activities of 
the RDA in the Ivory Coast have taken the form of thé advocasy of non 
payment of taxes and other incitenents of that order, These activities 
have been stopped by official action, on order fron the Governor General, 


2o The RDA wants to achieve social improvements and equal riphts within the 
French Union, and source emphasized that the movenent is of an tenancipatory? 
nature and that its menbers are against any subservience to Moscow or to 
any other foreign authority, As regards social questions 9 there is a 
strong sinilarity between the views and strivings of the RDA and Communism, 
but, in its present stage, the RDA is concerned with the attainnent of 
these social poals, and not with politics in the sense of inplenenting 
Communist Party injunctions, lowever, the RDA does operate a cadre school - 
in the Ivory Coast where, according to source, the teaching is "cormmistic," 
if not actually communist. 


30 Source stated that the white troops in the area are "all ripht," in se far 
. a8 Commmisn itself is concerned, but that they will eontinue to be 
carefully watched in this respect. The black troops require careful - 
watching, although there is no evidence of Commmist influence per Se, 
most of then adhering to the RDA» — 


he Pierre Mervey chief odittor of tho communist paper, 1Ihmanité, recently - 
nade a trip to Dakar and was disappointed by the response to his efforts 9 
source stated, 


25X1A6a aes Corment, General Bechard is now Iligh Commissioner 


and Governor Gondérall of French West Africa and has the added 
xesponsibility of ecordinating all nilitary actdvities and 
defensé measures in French West Africa and French Equatorial 
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